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Asbury Messenger 

H 
ere are our 2011 graduates!  

 Peter Espenson , a 2007 graduate of  

Duluth Denfeld High School, graduated Magna 

Cum Laude from Hamline University in May 2011. He  

received a BA degree in Communication Studies with  

Departmental Honors and a minor in Social Justice and 

Certification in Spanish. He began a one -year teaching  

position at Intercultural Language School in Heredia, 

Costa Rica on July 14 and will teach English as a  

Second Language to Spanish -speaking college students. 

While at Hamline University, Peter volunteered weekly 

with the Minnesota Literacy Council teaching English to immigrants in St. 

Paulõs Rondo district. Peter was a recipient of the Carol Maida Scholarship 

and is a member of Asbury UMC. He is the son of Bob and Linda Espenson.  

 The Asbury congregation may remember Peter as the little blond -haired 

boy singing with the youth choir and performing many solos under the  

tutelage of our Ruby Slennes. Cheryl Parendo and Pat Anscomb were Peterõs 

first Sunday School teachers when he began attending Asbury at age 3.  

Patty Bennett was his confirmation mentor and Erin Evans, Youth Director, 

provided many fun church basement overnighters and skiing activities.  

ñ Linda Espenson  

  

 Joel Alan Hinnenkamp is a graduate of Duluth 

Denfeld High School and graduated from the University 

of Minnesota -Twin Cities on May 14, 2011 with a  

Bachelor of Civil Engineering.  His favorite extra - 

curricular activities include biking, running,  

cross-country skiing, snowboarding, camping, fishing and 

hunting.  Joel is currently employed at LHB  

Engineers and Architects as a Civil Designer and is  

considering further college education to get a Master of  

Science in Engineering Management.  He is the son of 

Keith and Denise Hinnenkamp.  

  

continued on page 3 

Peter Espenson 

Joel Hinnenkamp 
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Worship & Prayer Notes  

July 3  ---------------  50 

July 10  --------------  65 

July 17  --------------  64 

July 24  ------------  104 

July 31  --------------  60 

 

Balm  

Beautiful, white sands stretch  
To the lap of the sea.  

Small waves gently kiss the sand.  
Calmness ushers a quietness to the soul.  

Ready to restore what was taken  
From busy lives.  

 
Empty canvas sits pristine and ready  

For a new world to show itself.  
Unsteady hand holds a brush loaded  

With color.  
Waiting for the nerves to center the heart.  
And calmness to fill the wandering mind.  

 
Open book with well -worn pages  

Beside a bed and lamp.  
Pages crinkle as they are turned over  

Time again and again.  
Reading these pages brings a balm  

To the soul.  
 

                                     ñ Gregory Bryne  

The Book of Life 

 

W e celebrate the birth of Lawson Huck Evans on June 

28, 2011. Lawson is the son of Ian and Marissa Evans.  

Grandparents are Jan and Jim Evans and Mary Cantu.  

 

òA new baby is like the beginning of all things,  

hope, a dream of possibilities .ó 

Worship With Us . . .  

Every Sunday at 9:30 am.  

 

NOTE: 1st Sunday of each month 

is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday 

is Birthday Sunday, 3rd Sunday 

is a Praise Service, 4th (& 5th) 

Sunday is traditional worship.  

 

Coffee and Fellowship is held  

in the Fellowship Hall every  

Sunday following the service.  

 

Readers . . .   

August 7   Jan Akervik  

August 14   Dave Stromgren  

August 21   Bob Espenson 

August 28   Jenean Nelson  

September 4  Ruth Thorpe  

 

Communion Offering . . .   

Our July Communion Offering  

of $50.00 was given to:  

 Damiano Center  

 

Our August Communion Offering 

will be given to:  

Valley Youth Center  

 

Collection Drives. . .   

CHUM Food Shelf     

¶ Canned Vegetables (August)  

¶ Powered Milk (September)  

 

CHUM Soap Shelf    

¶ Toothbrushes (August)  

¶ Dish Soap (September)  

 

W e extend condolences to the family and friends of:  

Brandon Edward Vice, who died June 23, 2011.  

 

òThe light of a distant star continues to reach the Earth  

long after the star itself is gone.ó  
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Day by Day with Pastor K  

Dear Friends,  

 

O 
kay . . . Iõll admit it . . . I have a òthingó for 

coffee. I need it to get me going in the morn-

ing and in the afternoon I need it to keep me 

going. I love coffee . . . But it must be good 

coffee! Does this make me a òcoffee snob?ó 

 Despite warnings from concerned family members 

that it would òstunt my growth,ó I drank coffee as a 

child and as a teenager. Now I can hardly make it 

through the day without my favorite latté  (pathetic, I 

know)! I was thrilled to find so many coffee shops when 

I moved here a year ago. When I came across the follow-

ing story, it struck me that being a òcoffee snobó might 

not be so bad after all.  

  

A carrot, an egg and a coffee bean once faced the same 

adversity ñ boiling water ñ but each  

reacted differently. The carrot went in strong, hard and 

unrelenting. However after being subjected to the boil-

ing water, it softened and became weak.  

 The egg had been fragile. Its thin outer shell had 

protected its liquid interior. But, after sitting through 

the boiling water, its inside became hardened.  

 The ground coffee beans were unique, however.  

After they were in the boiling water they had changed 

the water.  

 Think about this. Which are you? Are you the carrot 

that seems strong, but with pain and adversity, do you 

wilt, become soft and lose strength? Are you the egg 

that starts with a fluid spirit, but after a breakup, a fi-

nancial hardship or some other trial, become hardened 

and stiff? Does your shell look the same on the outside, 

but on the inside are you bitter with a stiff spirit and a 

hardened heart? Or are you like the ground coffee bean 

which actually changes the hot water, the very circum-

stance that brings the pain. When the water gets hot, it 

releases the fragrance and flavor.  

 If you are like the bean, when things are at their 

worst, you get better and change the situation around 

you. ~ Author unknown.  

  

  

Carrot, Egg or Coffee Bean ñ 

Which Are You?  

Ashley Ann Kirkma n graduated 

from Proctor High School on June 5, 

2011.  She is a recipient of the 2011 

Robert and Aileen VanKleek Memo-

rial Scholarship. Ashley plans to  

attend St. Scholastica this fall as a 

pre-med student to obtain a Biochem 

Major.  Ashley enjoys golfing and 

working with special -needs residents.  

Dermatology is her long -term goal.  

She is the daughter of Andrew and 

Colleen Kirkman.  

  

 Cheryl Anne Lambert gradu-

ated from Spring Lake Park High 

School in 1980 and North Hennepin 

Community College in 1982 with an 

AA degree in Law Enforcement.  

She received a BAS minor in psy-

chology and management from St. 

Scholastica in 2004 and earned her 

MEd in Curriculum Development 

and Instruction in 2011 also at St. 

Scholastica. She enjoys quilting, 

scrapbooking and scuba diving and recently retired from 

the Duluth Police Dept. Cheryl is currently a nutrition 

club owner and a police training consultant.  She is the 

daughter of Don and Marilyn Lutz.  

  

 Zak Allen Tollefson  graduated in 

May 2011 as a Chemical Engineer. He 

attended Michigan Tech and was an 

officer in the Phi Kappa Tau fraternity.  

Zak currently works at Freeport -

McMoRan Copper and Gold Mines in 

Arizona as lead Chemical Engineer.  He 

is the son of Scott and Lynn Tollefson.  

 

 

 

 

 

Erin Michele Ridgewell also graduated in 2011.  Her 

information was not available at press time.  Please see 

next monthõs Messenger for her bio. 

 

Please let the church office know before August 22 if you 

graduated in 2011 and were not included here.  Cheryl Lambert 

Zak Tollefson 

Ashley Kirkman 
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August 2011  

Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

 
1 

8:00 am  
Garden Group 

2 9:00 am  

Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
4-5:30 pm  
Rubyõs Pantry 
5:30 pm 
Knitting Klub, WR 

3 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 

9:30 am 
UMW Board Mtg, WR 
 
5:30 pm 
Finance Meeting, WR 

4  

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
 
5:30 pm 
SPPR Meeting, WR 

5 

Wiig/Martens 
Wedding Rehearsal 

 
Office Closed 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

6 

 

3:00 pm  
Wiig/Martens 

Wedding 

 
 

7 

9:30 am  
Worship/Holy 
Communion/ 
10:30 am 
Visitation, WR 
10:30 am  
Coffee &  
Fellowship, FH 

8 

8:00 am  
Garden Group 
 
 
CLOTHING 
RUMMAGE  
SALE SETUP 
 

9 9:00 am  

Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
6:30 pm 
Trustees, WR 
6:30 pm 
Outreach, YR 

SALE SET-UP 

10  

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
CLOTHING 
RUMMAGE  
SALE SETUP 

 

11  

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
 

5-8:00 pm 
CLOTHING 
RUMMAGE  
SALE  
 

12  

8:00-noon  
CLOTHING 
RUMMAGE SALE  

 
Office Closed 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

14  

9:30 am  
Worship/BõDay 
Sunday 
 
10:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
 

 

15 

8:00 am  
Garden Group 
 
6:30 pm 
Meditation, WR 
 
6:30 pm  
Praise Choir 
 

16  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
7:00 pm 
Ad Council, WR 
 
 

 

17  

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

18 

9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 
4:00 pm 
Bell/Leonard 
Wedding Rehearsal 
 

 

 

19 

Office Closed 
 

3:00 pm 
Bell/Leonard 

Wedding 
 

 

 

 

20 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

21  

9:30 am  
Worship/Praise 
Service/ 
10:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
10:30 am 
Finance, WR 
 

22 

8:00 am  
Garden Group 
 
6:30 pm 
Praise Choir 
 

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

23  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 
5:30 pm 
Knitting Klub, WR 
 

24  

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
 
 

 

 

 
 

25 

9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 
11:30 am 
80+ Luncheon, FH 

 
 
 

 

26 

 
6:00 pm 
Burkholder/Pirkl 
Wedding Rehearsal 

 
Office Closed 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

27 

 
5:00 pm 

Burkholder/Pirkl 
Wedding  

 

 

 

 

28  

9:30 am  
Worship 
 
10:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
 

 

29 

8:00 am  
Garden Group 

 

 

30 

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 

MESSENGER 
MAILS 

31 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
 

 

 

 

  
 

NATIONAL NIGHT OUT 
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Asbury Thank You Notes 

Dear Asbury:  

Thank you for your recent gift of $53.26 to Harbor 

House Crisis Shelters. Your support is very much  

appreciated. Thanks to your generosity, we will meet 

our mission to provide hospitable shelter, transitional 

living and services for homeless women and families.  

 ñ Rev. Barbara Certa -Werner, Executive Director  

 

Dear Asbury:  

Thank you for the beautiful card and gift of money. I 

would also like to thank all of you for all the love and 

words of wisdom over the years. It means a lot.  

ñ Ashley Kirkman  

 

Dear Asbury:  

Many thanks to the Asbury Congregation for their 

warm and caring prayers, cards and well -wishes.  

 A special thank you to Pat Nelson and the knitting 

crochet group for the beautiful prayer shawl.  I look  

forward to coming back to church soon.  

ñ Georgia Kokotovich  

 

Dear Asbury:  

Many thanks for your prayers and caring words over 

the past year. They have been an inspiration and com-

fort to me during treatment. My most recent tests have 

shown good results, and I am feeling stronger daily. The 

support of my Asbury family has been immensely im-

portant. I am grateful for the love youõve shown! 

ñ Roni Town  

 

Dear Asbury:  

The painting of the trim at the parsonage is 98% com-

plete thanks to a team of workers led by Dale Thorpe for 

the last 4 weeks. Members of the team include Mick 

Levinski, Ron Brosdal, Dick Wolden, Elmer Olson, Alan 

Johnson, Steve Kokotovich, Kim Herrig and Terry  

Olson.  Many thanks to all for your hard work.  

ñ Terry Olson and Pastor Kathleen & Terry Zielinski  

 

Dear Asbury Outreach Team and  

Jan Evans, CHUM Childrenõs Tent Chair: 

The Rhubarb Festival final tallies are in!  Because you 

volunteered your time and energy, the 7th Annual 

CHUM Rhubarb Festival was a great success!   

 We sold more pies and treats, entertained more 

children and adults and served more food than ever  

before. This year we raised nearly $34,000 which is 

$8,000 more than last year to assist folks who are  

homeless or living in poverty.  

 The Rhubarb Festival is an excellent example of 

how a community can craft a fun and meaningful event 

open to all. And that is what the CHUM program is all 

about, working every day to create a just and compas-

sionate community.  

 Thank you so much for your commitment to CHUM 

and the Rhubarb Festival. We couldnõt have done it this 

year without you!  

ñ Mary M. Schmitz, Development Director  

 

Dear Rev. Zielinski and friends at Asbury:  

Thank you for your generous contribution to the West 

Duluth Clergy Emergency Fund. During these difficult 

times in our stateõs government, it appears that òthe 

working pooró are being squeezed even tighter. We  

certainly have seen an increase in request from folks 

who are struggling just to put gas in their tanks to get 

to work. So your gifts are quite timely and on behalf of 

those who have been helped through you, thank you.  

 May God continue to bless you and your ministries.  

ñ Rev. Christine Anttila  

Our Saviorõs Evangelical Lutheran Church 

 

Dear Friends at Asbury:  

On behalf of the neighbors we serve at CHUM, thank 

you for your gift of 45 lbs. of food received during the 

past three months. During 2010 we provided food to 

14,000 people because of donations such as yours. 

Please keep those we serve in your thoughts and 

prayers.  Happy Summer!  

ñ Mary Schmitz, Development Director  

 

Dear Friends in Mission:  

Thank you for  your generous gift to the United Method-

ist Committee on Relief. 100% of your contribution of 

$50 will go to Spring Storms 2011 to support UMCORõs 

response to emergency victims of tornado, flood, etc.  

 Because you gave, UMCOR is able to òBe Thereó 

and òBe Hopeó on your behalf. UMCOR programs  

provide food for the hungry, help farmers grow plentiful 

and nutritious food and support people left destitute by 

natural disasters and war.  Your gifts go a long way to 

bring health and hope to people in need. We give thanks 

for your generosity. Grace and peace.  

ñ Roland Fernandes, General Treasurer, UMCOR  
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Asbury News 

Achieve Conscious Relaxation  

A 30-minute meditation session starting at 

6:30 pm is held every third Monday in 

the Wesley Room. Everyone is welcome to 

attend. Ideas on how this experience may be 

expanded upon are welcome.  

 Any questions or suggestions, please call:  

  Pastor Kathleen   624-0061 

  Linda McLennan  624-1976 

New Nursery Attendant Hired  

T he Staff Pastor Parish Relations Committee is 

pleased to announce the hiring of our new Nurs-

ery Attendant, Sue Fedo Opferkew. Sue is a licensed 

day care provider and works at Tot Spot Day Care. 

She will begin serving in Asburyõs nursery on Rally 

Sunday on September 11. Sue will be in the nursery 

from 9:00 am to noon each Sunday. Please visit with 

Sue and the children on September 11 and welcome 

Sue to her new position.  

 ñ Jan Akervik  

AUGUST  B IRTHDAYS  
 

1 Ruth Bloomquist  

 Madeline Karwath  

 Wes Ridgewell  

4  Jim Anderson  

 Evelyn Solberg  

 Eric Stromgren  

5 Dick Warner  

6 Ashley Kirkman  

 Mollie Oie  

7 Vivian Simmons  

8 Eli Erickson  

11 Sarah Herrick  

12 Keith Hinnenkamp  

 Kris Ridgewell  

16 Barbara Kokotovich  

17 Jan Evans  

 Ian Lewandowski  

18 Daniel Herrick  

20 Pastor Kathleen  

22 Leanne Stauduhar  

24  Glenn Merrick  

 Elvera Olson  

25 Amy Kokotovich  

 Joe Kokotovich  

27 Stephen Bennett  

 Dennie Parendo  

29  Alex Grandi  

 Crystal McGraw  

30 Lily Ann Vanneste  

 Emma Jo Vanneste  
  

If you and/or a family memberõs 

birthday is not included on this 

monthõs birthday list,  

please contact the church.  

ChildFund International Store  

C hildFund International now has  

a ChildFund Store where you will find 

several items such as T -shirts, baseball caps, tote bags or bracelets you 

can wear or use to show your support of ChildFund.  You will find items 

made by children in the ChildFund program or that include their art-

work, such as the T -shirt with child art titled, òPoverty Ends Through 

Community Effort.ó  This shirt features child art on the back and the 

ChildFund logo on the front. Available in youth /adult sizes for $14.99.  

  To find out how you can purchase this shirt or see other items for 

sale, please visit the online store at www.ChildFund.org and click òWays 

To Help,ó then select òChildFund Storeó in the drop down menu, scroll to 

the bottom and click òShop Now.ó 

Youõre Invited! 

T his summer marks the 144th year of Hamline UMCõs congregation opening its Dining Hall for attendees of the Minnesota State Fair .  

A special invitation is being offered to UM congregations  to have a 

great meal at Hamlineõs Dining Hall, August 25 through September 5.  

 For more information on the fair, go to www.mnstatefair.org.   

 Located on the main street, Dan Patch Ave, a block and a half west 

from the main gate on Snelling Avenue and next to the Visitorsõ Center, 

the Dining Hall serves breakfast, lunch and dinner.  Bring in an  

Asbury bulletin and receive $3.00 off the dinner special. One òspecialó 

per bulletin. For more information on Hamline UMC, go to 

www.hamlinechurch.org.  
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Asbury News  

Mark Your Calendars!  

August 11 -12, 2011 

Asbury Clothing ONLY Sale  

 

August 25, 2011  

80+ Luncheon  

 

August 26, 2011  

FunFriday Strawberry Spectacular  

 

September 17, 2011  

Big Waters District Meeting  

Forbes UMC, Proctor, MN  

 

September 24, 2011  

Pasties ñ ORDER EARLY!  

 

September 25, 2011  

CROP Walk  

 

October 6 -7, 2011 

Pie Making  

 

October 20 -21, 2011 

Donut Prep  

 

October 22, 2011  

Fall Pantry  

 

October 25, 2011  

Meatball Supper  

Methodist History Tour in Duluth ñ October 1  

D id you know there have been 29 Methodist churches and missions 

in Duluth? To learn more about this interesting fact, sign up for 

the tour of the historic Methodist landmarks in Duluth sponsored by 

The United Methodist Historical Society of Minnesota.  

 Board the tour bus at 11:00 am on 

Saturday, October 1, at Hope UMC, 

301 W St. Marie St. and enjoy a  

comfortable ride with stops for lunch 

and other presentations. The tour will 

conclude at 3:00 pm and is followed by 

an optional tour of Glensheen  

Mansion where the Methodist  

Congdon family lived.   

 The History Tour costs $15 per 

person, the Glensheen Tour is $15 for Adults and $14 for Seniors.  For 

more information, please contact 724 -2266 or office@hopeumcmn.org.  

Checks should be made payable to Hope UMC.   

 Copies of Hopeõs forms are available on the back table at Asbury. 

15th MN Beach Sweep 2011 ñ September 24  

D uluth is known for its beautiful Lake Superior.  With water at the 

center of Duluthõs past, present and future, you and your family 

are invited to help sweep the beaches in the  

Duluth area from 1 -3:00 pm on Saturday,  

September 24.  Last year, volunteers in the  

Duluth area picked up a combined 5,889  

cigarette butts, 2,084 food wrappers and over 

300 plastic water bottles.  

 Site captains will be at Lester Park, Chester 

Park and Brighton Beach.  Great Lakes Aquarium will provide all of the 

materials needed. All volunteers will receive a free tote bag as a lasting 

reminder of this yearõs community stewardship project.  For more  

information, please contact Jennifer Oppold at 218 -740-3474, ext. 1025 

or e-mail at beachsweep@glaquarium.org.  

WhadõYa Know? 

Itõs a popular WPR game show . . . But 

itõs also a question for the folks at  

Asbury. In particular, whadõya know 

about audio and tech 

issues? We want to 

improve the quality of 

worship by updating 

our audio equipment 

and bringing Power-

Point technology into 

more frequent use. 

 That means some research and 

design to get the proper gear for our 

space. If you have skills with sound 

systems, computers or video technol-

ogy, or are interested in helping make 

a plan, we would like to hear from you! 

Please contact Roni Town at 624 -1011 

or e-mail at vltown@aol.com and tell us 

ñ whadõya know? 

What Did You Do This Summer?  

M y daughter Abby (Mickelson Beaver) and her hus-

band Nate Beaver have been working at a Girl 

Scout camp this summer in Gordon, WI. Nate is doing 

the maintenance and Abby is managing the horses at 

the camp. Theyõre the only married couple at camp. 

 Nate just graduated from the U of Wisconsin, River Falls with a 

degree in Conservation and a minor in Biology. Abby has finished her 

first year of Vet school at the main U of Minnesota.  

 In addition, we had about 10 of the Girl Scout counselors at our 

house on the 4th of July. These counselors are from all around the U.S. 

and the world .  It was really interesting to hear about the different  

cultures and to listen to the different accents.  

 ñ Donna Mickelson  

If you would like to share your story about your summer activities, please 

send via e-mail or snail mail to Shirley at the church office.  Deadline for 

the next Messenger is August 22. 
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Asbury Youth  

Asburyõs Final FunFriday For The Year 

A sburyõs final FunFriday pro-gram for 2011 òStrawberry 

Spectacularó will be held on Friday, 

August 26. Youth from age 5 to 99+ 

are invited to join in the fun! The 

day begins at 9 am and will go  

until 2 pm in the Asbury Fellow-

ship Hall. The dayõs activities  

include making some delicious 

strawberry jam for the UMW fall 

bazaar, a snack, story -time,  

weeding the Asbury garden, a sack 

lunch, and a craft project.  

 This is a FREE event!  

 If you are interested in attend-

ing or helping at this event, please 

see Shelly Vanneste or contact her 

via e-mail at asburyumdculuthyouth@hotmail.com. 

Registration forms can be found at the back of the 

church.  Deadline for signing -up is August 21 . 

Introducing SPARK Curriculum  

W e are excited to announce changes to the upcom-

ing Sunday school year and to introduce our new 

curriculum Spark!  

 First the small changes that are being made to 

Sunday School: classes will only be offered for grades K 

to 5 th during the Sunday service immediately following 

Childrenõs Time with Pastor K.  Ages will be grouped as 

follows: Kindergarten ð 1st grade; 2nd and 3 rd  grade; and 

4th  and 5 th . Classes will be released after 45 minutes of 

lesson time or upon the end of the service, which ever is 

longer. This is to ensure that teachers have a full 45  

minutes of teaching time.  

 Youth in 6 th  ð 8th  are invited to participate in Youth 

Group activities the 2 nd and 4th Wednesday of each 

month from 4:00 to 6:30 pm and will be encouraged to 

participate in the Sunday service as greeters, ushers, 

scripture readers, etc. They will also assist in serving 

Shelly Vanneste, Youth Director  

218-348-3497 ñ asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com  

Calendar of Youth Activities  

Friday, August 26  

9:00 am to 2:00 pm  

Fun Friday Strawberry Spectacular  

 

Sunday, August 28  

10:30 to 11:30 am 

Youth Breakfast Fundraiser  

  

Sunday, September 11  

10:30 am to 12:30 pm  

Rally Sunday/Sunday School Resumes/Lunch  

 

Wednesday, September 14  

4:00 to 6:30 pm 

Youth Group  

 

Sunday, September 24  

9:15 to 10:15 am 

Youth Breakfast  

 

Wednesday, September 21  

4:00 to 6:30 pm 

Youth Group  

Pumpkins Are Coming!  

F or several years, Asbury was known as the 

òPumpkin Church.ó This year weõll redeem that 

title! Pumpkins will arrive 

the week of October 10 

and will be sold through 

Sunday, October 30.  More 

information and a call for 

help will come soon.  

Watch your announce-

ments and the next issue 

of the Messenger.  

breakfast the 4th Sunday of each month, as well as, 

monthly service projects.    

 So what is 

SPARK? Spark is a 

Bible -centered curricu-

lum built on tradi-

tional Christian  

values.  

 Spark is an inter-

active online tool that 

makes it easy to stay 

connected to the les-

sons your children are 

learning each week in 

Sunday School and is an innovative and intuitive plan-

ning tool that  

simplifies teacher preparation, so teachers can focus on 

whatõs important ð helping kids activate their faith.  

 Each weeks lesson will be based on the lectionary 

and/or on Pastor Kõs sermon. In the weeks to come, 

families with school -aged children will be receiving  

information on how to create a family profile securely 

online and how register your child(ren) for upcoming 

events and classes, all from the comfort of your home.   

 First UMC is using this curriculum and they love 

it, as we are sure Asbury will, too!  

 If you have any questions or would like to volunteer 

your talents with our youth, please see Shelly Vanneste 

or contact her at asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com  

or 218-624-0061 ext. 206.  

mailto:asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com
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United Methodist Women 

T he Weekend School of SCM was 

held at St. Johnõs  

University July 15 -17, 2011.  

 The Spiritual Growth Study was 

taken by all in attendance. It was 

titled òThe Journey: Forgiveness, 

Restorative Justice and Reconcilia-

tion.ó Pastor Cindy Kennedy, cur-

rently serving in the Prairie Lakes 

parish, was the leader. Participants 

used the Bible Study Circle method 

for discussion related to:  

  1) the importance of grieving 

and confronting our fears, truth -

telling, the confron-

tation of the 

òotheró;  

 2) re-

humanizing the 

òotheró by choosing 

to forgive and ex-

perience repen-

tance, and  

 3) restitution 

or òmaking things 

rightó in the con-

text of interfaith 

and missional un-

derstandings.   

 The new Geo-

graphic Study was 

òHaiti: Challenges 

and Hope.ó Accord-

ing to attendee 

Judy Pearson the 

class discussed the effects of the 

January 10, 2010 earthquake and 

the international and Haitian effort 

to rebuild the country. Poverty, 

crime, disease, hunger and the 

abuse of the women were just some 

of the elements that contribute to 

the mounting problems that need to 

be addressed. Speaker Rev. David L. 

Morton, retired, is a chaplain and  

 

 

Pastor of Mission and 

Outreach for the  

Chapel Hill UMC in 

Battle Creek, MI.  

 The second year 

Mission Study, òJoy to 

the World: Mission in 

the Age of Global 

Christianityó discussed 

WHY are we involved 

in mission, what are 

the Biblical mandates 

for mission, and does 

Christ call each of us to 

be His evangelist? The 

leader was Millie Frese 

who has done mission 

work in the Philippines 

and Cambodia and 

with Habitat for Hu-

manity in several areas 

is from Iowa and is a former dean of 

the Iowa SCM. Jan Akervik partici-

pated in this study and says that the 

shifts in mission in the last 100 

years was one focal point of the 

study.   

 Talk with Judy Pearson or Jan 

Akervik for more information  

regarding the 2011 SCM.    

 ñ Jan Akervik  
 

FACTS FROM SMC 
Total registration: 208 
Offering:   $4452.00  
(this goes to Mission Giving to 
support women, children and 
youth around the world ) 
 
NEXT YEAR AT ST. JOHNõS 
Weekday School: July 17-20 
Weekend Event: July 20-22 
One Day Event : July 19 
 
STUDY THEMES FOR 2012 
Spiritual Growth:  
Living Sacramentally and  
Walking Justly 
 
Geographic study:  
Haiti ( year 2 ) 
 
Issue study:  
Poverty 

School of Christian Mission (SCM) 2011  

Think Fall Pantry  

Remember to bring jars for 

Jan and Mary.  

Advent Tea  

O ur 15th Annual  

Advent Tea will be 

held on Tuesday, November 29 at 7:00 pm. Pastor Kathleen will be our 

guest speaker. Plan ahead and think about hosting a table for 7 of your 

friends or relatives. It is a wonderful way to begin the Advent Season.  

More information in next monthõs Messenger. 

In the Discovery Room one of the fun activities 
was to make a hat from newsprint and then wear 
it to the banquet on Saturday night. From left: 
Jan Akervik, Judy Pearson and Sue Bosshardt, 
former Asbury Pastor Paul Bosshardtõs wife. 

Pasty Sale Coming Up ñ September 24  

P asty making time is quickly approaching.  Your help is 

needed for measuring ingredients, making crusts, peel-

ing and cutting potatoes, carrots and onions, rolling out 

crusts, filling and crimping crusts, baking, wrapping and 

delivery.  This is quite a production so we need everyone to 

help keep this sale the success that itõs been in the past. 

Help also is needed for cleanup on Friday, 9/23 and 

Saturday, 9/24.   Please call Bernice Seehus at 624 -5122 

for more info.  Sign -up sheets will be at the back of the church soon.   

ORDER DEADLINE:  September 18.   

P lease consider donating book 

bags, paper, pencils, glue,  

rulers, etc., to send to our elemen-

tary schools to help our children. 

You can drop your donations off at 

Asbury during the month of Au-

gust. They will be sent to the 

schools right after Labor Day.  

Brown  

Bags  

Needed!  
Leave in  

kitchen.  
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PLEASE NOTE ñ 
NEXT MESSENGER DEADLINE: 

August 22 for September Messenger 
September mails on August 30 

 
Please submit all articles of interest to 
Shirley in the church office by the deadline 
listed above.  Items may be dropped off,  
e-mailed or mailed.  Thank  you. 

Mission Statement  

Asbury United Methodist is a caring, Christian community which welcomes all persons  

as Godõs children. We will strive to grow in spirit and seek Godõs vision of   

hope, love and peace in the community and world . 

Pastor:    Kathleen Zielinski 
Administrative Asst.:   Shirley Brandt        
Choir Director:    Ruby Slennes 
Organist    Phyllis Kruell 
Childrenôs & Youth Dir: Shelly Vanneste     
Custodian:     Dan Mokros 
Parish Nurse:    Barbara Little 
Council Chair:    Ruth Thorpe 
Treasurer:    Larry Scanlon 
Lay Leader:   Steve Kokotovich 
Board of Trustees:  Terry Olson 
Christian Education:  Cheryl Parendo  
Christian Education:  Sandy Winklesky

Christian Ed/Youth Director  

Office Hours  

 
Shellyôs office hours are beginning to vary due 
to offsite meetings and youth activities. She 
will be available Sundays from 9:30 am to 
12:30 pm. She welcomes you to contact her 
via cell phone: 218-348-3497 or via e-mail: 
asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com. 

Next Messenger deadline is  

August 22, 2011  


