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The òCalló 

I  
 donõt have many memories of church-related activities while I was 

growing up, but I do know that Iõve always had faith ñ faith that 

has been tested throughout my life. Iõm not exactly sure when it 

happened ñ maybe it was when I had my own children and  

discovered that I wanted them to have more than just material 

things in their lives. The strong desire for my daughters to grow up 

with a òchurch familyó opened my ears to òthe call ó! 

 For as long as I can remember, Iõve always had a special bond with 

youth. Maybe its because Iõm really just a kid at heart but  youth inspire me 

and challenge me to be my 

best. They tend to be very pas-

sionate about what they believe 

in and have a òI can do anythingó 

mentality which I admire and 

strive to live in my own life.   

 Doing my best to be a great 

leader means providing  

Asburyõs youth the opportunity to 

feel a sense of belonging here. I 

am passionate about the goals set 

for their ministry. Doing my best 

also means being another caring 

adult to cheer them on and encourage them to grow spiritually on their own. 

I donõt judge them and I listen to them during  

difficult times in their lives. I am tender, yet truthful, when the youth need 

a little correcting. I am someone who is a òsafeó to talk to. I do my best not 

to have a know -it -all mentality, as there is great humility and a desire for 

me to learn from the youth.  

 Working as the Asbury Youth Director for just about a year now, I am 

proud of the growth I have seen and the relationships that have bloomed.  

I am not sure how long the Lord plans for me to be involved in this work, 

but I do know that Iõll do it as long as He needs me! And, for as long as the 

youth need me!                                                                      ñ Shelly Vanneste  

 

Two Sides To Every Story  

I am a part of the Youth Group here at Asbury. Being a part of this group 

has given me an opportunity to meet new friends and participate in fun  

activities such as, Adventure Day Camp, JUMYs, bowling and being able to 

go to the Twin Cities to the Science Museum.  

 Iõve also been able to share Jesusõ love by participating in the 30ðHour 

Famine and helping World Vision with humanitarian efforts in Wisconsin.  

 Currently, I am in confirmation classes that have given me a better  

understanding of my faith. Iõm excited for this two-year journey so I can  

become closer to Jesus and my new friends. I would like to give thanks to 

everyone for supporting our youth group, so that we can have these  

wonderful opportunities.                                                               ñ Myah Kari  

Adventure Day Camp participants.  
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Worship With Us . . .  

Every Sunday at 10:30 am.  

NOTE: 1st Sunday of each month 

is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday 

is Birthday Sunday, 3rd Sunday  

is a Praise Service, 4th Sunday is  

traditional worship.  

 

Coffee and Fellowship is held  

in the Fellowship Hall every  

Sunday following the service.  

Youth -hosted Breakfast on the 4th 

Sunday of each month. 9:30 to 

10:15 am, Fellowship Hall.  

 

Communion Offering . . .   

Our December communion offering 

will be given to Asburyõs Visitation 

Team. 

 

 

 

Scripture Readers . . .   

December 4 Rob Karwath  

December 11 Jan Akervik  

December 18 Dave Stromgren  

December 25 Bob Espenson 

 

Attendance . . .   

November 6  117 

November 13  116 

November 20  134 

November 27  102 

The Book of Life 

 

W e extend condolences to the families of:  

 

Janet Irene Jackson, who died November 14, 2011  

JoAn M. VanKleek Rich, who died November 17, 2011  

David Alfred Schwartz, who died November 21, 2011  
 

ñFor this is God, Our God forever and ever;  

He will be our guide even to death.ó Psalm 48:14 

 

 

W e celebrate the couples who were united in marriage  

 at Asbury UMC this year.  

Erin Wiig & Dan Margens, August 6, 2011  

Kristina Bell & Julian Leonard, August 19, 2011  

Athena Pirkl & Drew Burkholder, August 27, 2011  

Sarah LeClair & David Erola, October 15, 2011  

   

òSo we have come to know and to believe the love that God  

has for us. God is love, and whoever abides in love abides in 

God, and God abides in him.ó 1 John 4:16-19 

Worship & Prayer Notes  

Special Prayer Request . . .  

M any of you have been keeping 

5-month old Max Schubitz, 

who has had so many problems at 

birth, in your prayers and for that 

his family is so grateful.  

 Max was diagnosed with cere-

bral palsy a few weeks ago and it 

was thought that the seizures were 

being controlled by medication. As 

it turned out, Max had to return to 

the hospital last week as he was 

having a series of breakthrough 

seizures.  

 He was in the hospital for a 

week and it was there that he was 

diagnosed with Infantile Spasms ñ one of the catastrophic childhood  

epilepsies because of the difficulty in controlling seizures and the associa-

tion with development disabilities. They are trying new medications, but 

unfortunately the medications have very serious side effects.  

 Please continue to keep this family and Maxõs physicians in your 

prayers. Thank you for your care and love spreading towards this family.  

ñ Jan Evans  

A Talent With Talents  

Ever since I can remember, Jim has 

loved digging through òjunk.ó He 

always yearned to be a òJunk-Man.ó 

It really happened for him after he 

retired from his lifetime job as a 

heavy equipment operator.  

 When we were offered the chal-

lenge of the Parable of the Talents, 

Jim was just about to give up his 

òjunkó business . . . but decided he 

had one more load left.  

 We agreed to invest the $10.00 

in gas for his truck and were able to 

increase Asburyõs Talents with 

Jimõs talent. 

ñ Bobbie Gimpel  
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Day by Day with Pastor K  

Dear Friends,  

 

M 
ost of us are òso busyó now . . . we 

have trees to decorate, cookies to 

bake, presents to buy, cards to  

address, parties to attend. How will 

we ever find the time to be ready for Christmas?  

 November 27 began a new year in the Chris-

tian church. òAdventó includes the four weeks  

before Christmas and is a time of preparation,  

reflection, waiting and watching. The word 

òAdventó means òcoming.ó 

  Certainly part of our preparation for Christ-

mas includes decorating and shopping, baking and 

getting ready for guests, but . . . letõs not forget to 

also prepare our HEARTS! After all, Advent is the 

time of year when we get ready for the coming of 

the most important Guest of all time ñ Jesus 

Christ.  

 My prayer for you is that you will observe the 

spirit of Advent. Ask yourself, òIs Christmas a time 

of spiritual renewal for meó? Take some quiet time 

each day of Advent for reflection about what you 

want to celebrate this Christmas and donõt forget 

whose birthday it is!  

 Christ was and is born for each and every one 

of us, and as we begin this new Christian year, I 

wish for ALL  of you a sense of joy, peace and 

hope . May Christ indeed be òborn in us todayó and 

everyday!  

Whose Birthday Is It Anyway?  

Circle of Light Watch Night Party SurveyMonkey Results  

T hank you Asbury for trying something NEW to help us out. We had a terrific response to our SurveyMonkey  

survey and were greatly pleased to receive responses from 26 households.   Of the respondents, 60% were  

interested in participating in each segment of the proposed get -together ñ games, light meal and worship  

service.  Adults were more likely to attend than families.   In the all -important food category, soup & sandwiches at 

50% won out over sloppy joes at 40%.   We received some great suggestions for the celebration, too.   Of those respon-

dents that could not  take part, most mentioned that they already had long -standing plans  for New Yearõs Eve.  The 

Circle of Light will  use this information to  make our final decision regarding a Watch Night Party. Stay tuned!  
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December 2011  

Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

 
 

 
 1 

 
9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
 
 

2  

 
Office Closed 

 
Hartel  

Dumpster 
Pick Up 

 

3 

 

 
 

4  

10:30 am  
Worship/
Communion/SS 
11:30 am  
Coffee &  
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation, WR 
Class, WR 
 

5 

6:30 pm 
Circle of Light, WR 
 
6:30 pm 
Praise Team 
 
 

 

6 9:00 am  

Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
5:30 pm  
Knitting Klub, WR 
5:30 pm 
Nominating Team, YR 
6:30 pm 
Missions Outreach, WR 

7 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
9:30 am 
UMW Board Mtg 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
6:45 pm 
Sanctuary Choir, WR  

8  

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
6:30 pm 
Visitation Team, 
WR 
 

 

 

9  

 
Office Closed 

 

10 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

11 10:30 am  

Worship/BõDay/
Sunday School 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 

 

12 

 
6:30 pm  
Praise Team 
 

 

 

 

 

13  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
1:00 pm 
Love/Hope Circle 
Pickwick 
6:30 pm 
Trustees, WR 

14  

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 
6:45 pm 
Sanctuary Choir, WR 
 

15 

9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 
6:30 pm 
Finance Team, YR 
 
6:00 pm 
Faith Circle, WR 
Thorpe Home 

16 

 
Office Closed 

 
Hartel  

Dumpster 
Pick Up 

 

 

 

17 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

18  
10:30 am  
Worship/Praise 
Service/SS 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 

 

19 

9:30 am  
Book Club, WR 
 
6:30 pm 
Praise Team 
 
 

 

20  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
5:30 pm  
Knitting Klub, WR 
 

 

 

21 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 

 
 

 

22 

 
FIRST DAY OF 

WINTER 
 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

23 

 
Office Closed 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

24 
 

CHRISTMAS EVE 

 

 

 

 

 

25  

10:30 am  
Worship/SS 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 
CHRISTMAS 

26 

6:30 pm 
Praise Team 

 

27 

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 

28 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 
 
 

 

29 

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 

 
 

MESSENGER 
MAILS 

30 

 

Office Closed 
 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

31 

 

NEW YEARõS EVE 

  Adult Choir  

  Sundays  

  at 9:15 am 

Praise Choir   

Mondays  

at 6:30 pm 

Youth Choir   

Wednesdays  

at 6:00 pm-WR  

Choir Practice 
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Asbury News  

The Christmas Flower  

I  n many colder, northern countries, poinsettias are a 

sure sign that Christmas is near.   Nearly all sales of 

this flowering plant come at wintertime.   However, the 

poinsettia is native to Central America and needs 

warm weather to grow.  The plant  was first called a 

cuetlaxochitl by the Aztecs circa 1440 -1446.  

 In 1825, a man named Joel Roberts Poinsett was 

appointed the first U.S. minister to Mexico.   He was a 

diplomat, but he was also interested in plants.  

Enamored of the flowers named Nochebuena, he 

shipped some back home to Charleston, SC. This was 

the origin of naming the flower poinsettias. During the 

last years of his life, Poinsett continued to promote the 

poinsetta throughout the South as a symbol of Christ-

mas and succeeded in making a small fortune.  

   

A Bit of History  

 In the 1920s, Albert Ecke and his son Paul  

became interested in the poinsettiaõs ability to flower in 

winter thus making it a good product to promote at 

Christmastime.   The two started a farm near  

Encinitas, CA, producing large plants in fields which 

were sent to growers by train.   Growers could divide 

the large plants into cuttings, to raise smaller ones in 

greenhouses until the holidays.  

 Red poinsettias are the best known, but there are 

about 100 different varieties and colors.  The poinset-

tiaõs flowers are very small but around them are color-

ful leaves called bracts which make the plant popular.   

 In the 1960s came poinsettias that grew best in 

containers and the Eckes started to sell cuttings from 

these new plants.  Today, five companies supply poin-

settia cuttings for the worldõs large growers.   

  

Legends of the Flower  

Several stories have been associated with the  

poinsettia. Among these:  

  In 16th century Mexico, Franciscan friars cele-

brated one Christmas with a lavishly decorated  

nativity scene. The rosary and a litany were prayed, a  

pinata was broken, gifts were exchanged, and a mass 

was held, during which a miracle occurred ñ the 

flower decorating the nativity scene turned red.  

 A poor Mexican child on her way to church on 

Christmas Eve wept because she had no gift to place 

before the altar of the Virgin and Child. Through her 

tears, an angel suddenly appeared and instructed her 

to gather weeds from the roadside. When the child  

arrived at the altar with her wilted offering, starry 

crimson blossoms burst forth from every stem.   

 The first story may possibly be true ñ on Christ-

mas day 1825, Ambassador Poinsett visited the Taxco 

church in Santa Prisca, where the Franciscans had 

adorned the nativity scene with exotic red flowers that 

gave it a very elegant and uncommon appearance. 

What do you think?  
Article material obtained from Drink Cultura  by Jose Antonio 

Burciaga: Capra Press/Santa Barbara/1993  and a  

VOA Special English Agriculture Report written by Mario Ritter.  

Asbury Permanent Endowment Fund  

O ver the course of several years, the Long Range  

Facilities Committee (formerly the Long Range 

Planning Committee) has delved into two specific 

items: a vision for our next church sign and the forma-

tion of an Asbury Foundation, aka Asbury Permanent 

Endowment Fund.  

 With the ongoing financial needs we are currently 

facing, it was the decision of the LRF Committee to put 

a hold on a new church sign. Perhaps  a year from now 

we can re-assess the need and pulse of the church 

membership to see if we want to resume the process to 

determine the feasibility.  

 The organizational process of the Asbury Founda-

tion has now been placed in the hands of a selected 

committee whose membership is determined by our 

United Methodist Book of Discipline. This new Foun-

dation is not  designed to take the place of the Memo-

rial Committee, but is designed to establish an income -

producing vehicle to help support the needs and mis-

sion of our church. Because only the interest or income 

received from the investments will be spent, the money 

contributed to this fund will continue to grow and have 

an everlasting life.  

 If you would like to help launch this fund by con-

tributing in memory or in honor of a person(s) of your 

choosing, please send your contribution to our church 

in care of the Asbury Foundation. Your gift will be 

documented with your designated honoree in the  

establishment of this Foundation.          ñ Charlie Bell  

2012 Financial Commitment  

D uring our stewardship season for 2012, we are 

lifting up the COGS (Celebrating Our Gifts and 

Stories) of Asbury. For Asbury to operate smoothly, the 

COGS on our financial wheel must fit together well. 

 If you have not sent or brought in your estimate of 

giving card, please do so now. If you have misplaced 

yours, giving cards are on the table in the narthex. 

Please remember, these are estimate of giving cards so 

Asbury has a guideline for the 2012 budget. They may 

be adjusted if your circumstances change in the future.  
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Asbury News 

Book Study for Adults  

T wo book studies will be offered 

in January/February for adults. 

The first book chosen is òHave a  

Little Faithó by Mitch Albom. This 

is a nonfiction story of the faiths of a 

Rabbi and a Christian Pastor, two 

very different communities of faith, 

and the divine spark in all of us.  

 The second book is òThe Shackó 

written by William P. Young. This 

story wrestles with the timeless 

question, òWhere is God in a world 

so filled with unspeakable pain?ó 

 A sign -up sheet is on the table in 

the narthex. Meeting times and 

dates will be determined by partici-

pants. Both books are available or 

may be ordered at Barnes & Noble.  

 Any questions, please call Ruth 

Thorpe, 624 -4692. 

Dear Asbury Family,  

Thank you to all of our wonderful 

family for helping out at our last 

meatball dinner. After many years  

I was unable to work our dinner  

because of a severe inflammation of 

the sciatic nerve.  

 Needing a lot of help for the  

dinner, I started making phone 

calls. I called six bread makers and 

they all said, òSure how many do 

you needó?  On to 28 cake bakers. 

Yes, they all said, òwhat time are 

they neededó? 

 Workers for the dinner, about 

25, all said, òWhat time do you need 

usó? Then the last important call to 

Barbara Little. She said, òYes,ó she 

would take care of carry outs ñ one 

big job. In fact, 155 carry outs. And, 

those were only the women!  

 Then Terry Olson, his workers 

and Steve Kokotovich and the men 

in the dining room and one great 

cleaning up bunch. Everyone worked 

so well together.  

 Today, I think I can see some 

light at the end of the tunnel. The 

pain is finally starting to leave a 

little. I truly want to thank everyone 

for their prayers, calls, visits, and 

gifts of food as I am unable to cook. 

Your kindness has been greatly  

appreciated.  

 We are blessed to have such a 

great group of wonderful people that 

care about us. Roy and I are so 

happy to be with the Asbury family.  

Love and prayers to all.  

ñ Lois & Roy Stromgren  

  

Dear Asbury Family,  

Your prayers and concerns have 

supported us through a very difficult 

time. We thank you from the bottom 

of our hearts.  

 JoAnõs death has come as a 

shock to us all. She is now with God 

and all the saints. Though I will not 

stop missing her, I know she is at 

peace. Thank you for the love you 

have shown us.  Gratefully.  

ñ Ruth & Dale Thorpe  
 

Dear Asbury Family,  

Thank you, Asbury, for joining us in 

our 50th anniversary celebration 

and for all the good wishes we  

received from all of you.  

 Our children and grandchildren 

especially enjoyed the warm  

welcome from everyone.  

 Our special thanks to Pastor 

Kathleen for tying our renewal of 

vows into her great sermon.  

ñ Phyllis & Jim Faue  

 

Dear Asbury Family,  

Thank you to everyone who made 

the Advent Tea such a beautiful  

evening in so many ways.  

 Thank you so much to our  

tableõs hostess Phyllis Wolden, her 

co-hostess Kathy Levinski, my 

transportation Dick Wolden, those 

in the program, and so many dear 

friends I was able to see.  

 Merry Christmas and God Bless 

you all.  

ñ Lucille Vork  

 

Dear Pastor Kathleen & Ad Council,  

The Spirit Valley Kiwanis Club 

would again like to thank you for 

the use of Asbury for our fall  

pancake dinner. The generosity of  

Asbury and of other contributors 

gave us profits of over $1065 which 

will be put to good use helping the 

youth in our community and  

surrounding areas.  

 Some of the organizations on our 

priority list are: Reading is Funda-

mental youth reading program, 

Boyõs and Girlõs Clubs, Salvation 

Army, Valley Youth Center,  North-

wood Childrenõs Center, Special 

Olympics, and the Denfeld Key Club 

along with any other opportunities 

that arise.  

 We sincerely hope we will be 

able to continue to count on the  

support of Asubry and our other   

contributors in the future.  

ñ Jim Anderson  

for the members of the  

Spirit Valley Kiwanis Club  

End of the Year Giving  

December is the perfect time to  

consider our faith response to all the 

blessings of life that have come to 

us. Have you considered a year -end 

gift to your church?  

 You may wish to remember a 

loved one who has died during the 

year, or you may feel God leading 

you to make a special gift to Asbury 

in the form of stock or property.  

 Plan today to do something  

special before 2011 ends. All gifts 

dated and/or postmarked in 2011 

will be credited to your 2011 giving.  
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 2   Bob Espenson 

    Karen Holm  

 3     Drew Erickson  

 4   Matt Stromgren  

 5     Ashlie Suomala  

 8     Deborah Johnson  

        Jane Hagen  

 9     Sandy Winklesky  

 10   Denise Hinnenkamp  

 16   Ruth Thorpe  

 18   Dale Thorpe  

    19   Charlie Bell  

        Andrew Kirkman  

    Roger Lonetto  

    Rod Ridgewell  

    Max Thibault  

         Kathy Palmer  

 23   Judith Skorich  

            Shelly Vanneste  

    William Greene  

 25   Nancy Shamblott  

            Sharann Wicklund  

 28   Erik Akervik  

 29   Max Tollefson  

 
If your and/or a family  

memberõs birthday is not  

included on this monthõs  

birthday list, please contact  

the church office,  

so it may be included  

in the future.  

Asbury News 

A re you an adult with an ongoing 

health condition?  Are you a caregiver 

for someone with an ongoing health  

condition?  There is a program called  

òPut Life Back in Your Lifeó which teaches 

self-management, coping techniques and 

ways to take charge of your life.   

 òLiving Well with Chronic Conditionsó 

is being planned for interested persons at Asbury.  The workshop was 

developed by the School of Medicine at Stanford University. Follow -up 

studies have shown that those who participated in this program show 

improvement in general health and have fewer outpatient visits and 

hospitalizations.  

 The workshopõs purpose is to find better ways of dealing with pain 

and fatigue, discover better nutrition, teach 

appropriate use of medications, learn new and 

easy exercises to improve or maintain 

strength, understand new treatment choices 

and learn better ways to talk with your doctor 

about your health.  This workshop is designed 

to help you manage your health and maintain 

an active and fulfilling life.  

 Sherri Scanlon and several other local peo-

ple will lead this six -week workshop.  The class 

is planned for six consecutive Wednesdays 

starting January 4, 2012, but is dependent on 

interest ñ at least eight participants need 

to sign up .  Start time is planned for 1:00 pm 

each Wednesday. Sessions are scheduled to 

run 3 hours but are usually finished in 2 1/2. 

 If you would like more information, or if 

you would like to sign up, please contact Sherri 

at 624-0783 or sign up on the sheet on the ta-

ble in the narthex.   

 Please help yourself to the brochures at the back of the church 

which explain this program in more detail.   

ñBarbara Little, R.N., Parish Nurse  

Salvation Army Toy Drive  

I  tõs time to start collecting toys for the Salvation Army Toy Drive. As in yearõs past, please no toys suggesting violence, guns, war toys, etc.  

 New, unwrapped gifts for infants/toddlers/children/teenagers may 

be placed under the Christmas tree at the front of the sanctuary 

through December 18.  

 Some toy suggestions: Legos, art supplies, art paper, modeling clay/

tools, Duplo box set, wagon, train set, Tonka truck, Hot Wheels cars, 

educational toys, books, PG -rated DVD, doll, doll house, baby doll 

stroller, play sleeping bags, body products for both male and female 

teens, fanny pack, baseball cap, baseball, basketball, disposable camera, 

curling iron, hair straightener, blow dryer, makeup kit, jewelry boxes, 

jewelry -making kit, MP3 player/headphone, slippers.  

 Thank you all for your generosity.  

ñ Louise Taraldsen, Outreach Committee  
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Asbury News 

¶ Three months of Conference Apportionments were 

paid in early November.  The funds came from the 

meatball dinner, UMW and the Parable of the  

Talents fundraiser.  We have now paid nine months 

of apportionments.  

 

¶ Finances will be very tight for the remainder of the 

year. 

 

¶ Lay Leadership ministry (Nominations) is in the 

process of selecting our leaders for 2012.  They are 

looking at streamlining our committee structure 

some. 

 

¶ With the ongoing financial needs we are currently 

facing, the Long Range Facilities Committee has 

decided to put a hold on the new church sign.  Per-

haps a year from now they will re -assess the need 

and pulse of the church membership on this issue.  

 

¶ January 15, 2012, is the date for our Districtõs Su-
perintendent Site Visit.  It starts at 4:30 pm in the 

Fellowship Hall.  All are invited to attend.  

 

Administrative Council Meeting Highlights ñ November 15, 2011  

 
TREASURERõS REPORT 

10/31/11 

General Fund  

 Beginning Cash Balance, 9/30/11       <$     967.76>  

 Deposits                                                    15,322.88 

 Checks Written                                        13,868.42 

 Balance on Hand, 9/30/11                   $       486.70 

 Unpaid Bills thru 10/31/11  

    (includes apportionments)  <9,514.04> 

 Net Ending Balance at 10/31/11         <$  9,027.34> 

¶ On November 27, 2011, after the church service, a 

brief Charge Conference to approve salaries for 

2012 was held.  

 

¶ The next meeting will be Jan 17, 2012 at 7:00 pm.  

We will not meet in December.  

 

ñ Steve Kokotovich  

S anctuary choir, a reminder that we 

will rehearse Christmas music on 

Wednesday evening, December 7 and 

again on Wednesday evening, Decem-

ber 14. Practice will begin at 6:45 pm in the Wesley 

Room. New members are so very welcome to join us.  

 Any questions, please call Ruby Slennes, 628 -1165. 

 Additionally, at this point in time ONLY ONE youth 

has signed up to start an instrumental group of youths 

ages 7th through 12th grades. Itõs difficult to believe that 

we donõt have any other youth in our church who are 

learning to play an instrument. Please, if you are learn-

ing to play an instrument, WE WANT YOU! Come have 

some fun and get your practice sessions in at the same 

time!  

 In Faith, In Love,  

ñRuby Slennes 

Meditation Group on Hiatus  

S eems not too many folks are in need of stress relief 

so the few, stress -free, strolling on a sun -kissed 

beach in a tropical paradise members of the Meditation 

Group are on hiatus until further notice.  

Volunteer Spotlight ñ Winkleskys  

Gary and Sandy  

Winklesky have volun-

teered for the Arrow-

head Economic Oppor-

tunity Agency (AEOA) 

Meals on Wheels  

program for the last 

two years.  They deliver 

meals to seniors so they 

can stay in their homes 

longer and avoid  

having to move to an 

assisted living facility or nursing home.  

 When asked what their favorite part of volunteer-

ing for Wheels on Meals was, they said, òWe enjoy the 

time we spend with the seniors we deliver to each 

Wednesday. Weõve made some real friends over the 

years.ó 

 Thank you Gary and Sandy for making a differ-

ence in your community.  

 More Meals on Wheels drivers are needed in the 

area. If you are interested in volunteering one day a 

week for 1 1/2 to 2 hours, please call the AEOA central 

kitchen office at 218 -727-4321.    
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Asbury News  

CHUM 2011 Holiday Wish List  

O ur shopping cart in the narthex has remained quite 

empty for a while now. Please consider a donation 

to the food shelf for neighbors in need. The following is a 

holiday wish list from CHUM.  

  For those who are hungry: turkeys and whole 

chickens, canned goods, frozen pie, sugar, flour, coffee, 

cereal, powdered milk.  

 For personal hygiene:  personal baskets filled 

with shampoo, bath soap, lotion, toothpaste/brush; fam-

ily sized hair conditioner; menõs and womenõs new white 

crew socks; new toenail and fingernail clippers and chap 

sticks; menõs and womenõs underwear, gently used or 

new bras in all sizes.  

 For children: large -size disposable baby diapers (2 

and up); baby wipes, soap, shampoo, lotion; boyõs and 

girlõs socks and underwear from 3T through size 8; 

strollers.  

 For households: two-gallon cleaning bucket;  

cleaning supplies such as dish soap, all -purpose cleans-

ers, window cleaners, floor mops, brooms, dustpans, oil 

soap for wood floors; large skillets/frying pans, 2, 3 or 4 

quart sauce pans, baking sheets, kitchen tools, hot pads, 

cereal and soup bowls, plastic cups, manual can open-

ers, dish towels and dish scrubbers; bath towels and 

wash cloths, Rubbermaid totes or drawers for storage; 

laundry baskets/bags,  detergent, bleach, dryer sheets, 

stain remover.  

 For whose who are homeless: Day planners, 

portfolios with dividers for personal papers that can 

hold a pad of paper and pen, rain gear, cash or check 

donations to the CHUM Fund ñchecks made out to 

Pasek Pharmacy/CHUM Fund to help pay co -pays/cost 

of medication, waterproof hats/mittens ñfleece is okay, 

sewing kits.  

 CHUM Center needs: paper plates (3000 used per 

month), coffee (108 pounds used per month, coffee cups 

(4250 used per month), toilet paper( 200 rolls used per 

month), bowls (850 used per month), sporks (3000 used 

per month), napkins (10,000 used per month), hand 

sanitizer.  
 

òGive, and it will be given to you. A good measure, 

pressed down, shaken together and running over, will be 

poured into your lap. For with the measure you use, it 

will be measured to you.ó ñ Luke 6:38  

Asbury Youth  
Shelly Vanneste, Youth Director  

218-348-3497 ñ asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com  

Only ò80ó Tickets Available! ñ Order Fast  

O ur youth will be holding a pulled pork luncheon on Sunday, December 

11 following worship. Only 80 tickets will be sold! Cost is $6.50 and 

will include a pulled pork sandwich, carrot sticks, chips, cookie and bever-

age. Tickets went on sale Sunday, November 27. Our goal is to raise $525 

for apportionments! Please contact Shelly for more information.  

Birthday Party for Jesus ñ Youõre Invited! 

P lease mark your calendars for Sunday, December 18 for the birthday 

celebration of the year! The celebration starts at 10:30 am and will be 

followed by a light luncheon. No gifts please, however a free -will offering 

benefiting Asbury Youth will be taken at lunch! Children of all ages will 

have an opportunity to visit with the man in the red suit!  

Calendar of  

Youth Activities  

 

Wednesday, December 7  

Youth Gathering at Asbury Project:  

Shut -in Baskets  

6:30 pm to 8:00 pm  

 

Sunday, December 11  

Youth Outing Project:  

Delivery of shut -in Baskets  

1:00 pm to 3:30 pm  

 

Sunday, December 18  

Christmas Program/Luncheon  

10:30 am to 12:30 pm  

 

Monday, December 26 through  

Tuesday, December 27  

Lock-in at Asbury  

5:00 pm to 10:00 am  

 

Friday, January 6  

Dinner and a Movie  

5:30 pm to 9:00 pm  

 

The Asbury Pumpkin Patch  

T he Asbury Pumpkin Patch wrapped up for the 

season on Saturday, October 29 with final 

sales equaling $4,701. The Youth profited 25% of 

that, which totaled $1,175.25!  

 Thank you so much to those who came to help 

unload, to those who volunteered their time selling pumpkins and to those 

who purchased pumpkins. Without your support this would not have been 

as successful as it was!    
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Asbury Youth  

Butter Braids Arrive Sunday, December 18  

B e sure to pick up your order on Sunday, December 

18 following worship to have on hand for Christmas 

morning. Forgot to order? No problem ñ extras of each 

flavor will be on hand at the time of delivery, so be sure 

to get your favorite flavor before they are all gone!  

TPUMMS Youth Bowl -Off  

O n November 9 three youth from Asbury UMC  

attended the TPUMMs Bowl Off at Stadium Lanes 

with 39 youth from other area UM churches.  

 We are happy to report that Asbury youth were 

awarded a $20 gift certificate to the Jesus for Life Book-

store for having the lowest  bowling average per player.  

Advent Tea Thank You  

A  huge THANK YOU to all of  

 our hostesses for helping to 

make this 15th Annual Advent Tea 

a success. You not only decorated 

your tables and prepared delicious 

desserts, you shared fellowship and 

friendship with so many women. 

 Thanks to: Shelly Vanneste, 

Mary Kari, Ruth Thorpe,  

Paulette Ozzello, Mary DeMars, 

Circle of Light, Cheryl Parendo, 

Patty Bennett, Donna Mickelson, 

Jane Herrick, Nancy Olson,  

Julie Arnt, Barb Kokotovich, 

Phyllis Wolden, Sandy Winklesky, 

and co-chairs Linda Warner, Judy 

Pearson and Jan Akervik.  

 A special THANK YOU to  

Pastor Kathleen for presenting her program. She entertained with a  

humorous/thought -provoking/tearful story of a òperfectó person who 

turned out to be a òperfectó example of genuine generosity.  òEveryone 

deserves to go home for Christmas.ó 

 Thank you to Peg Radakovich and Phyllis Kruell for providing  

our beautiful music. And, to Dick Warner and Terry Olson for running 

the dishwasher following the tea and to the men who helped set up the  

tables on Monday.  

 To all of our guests, thank you for being with us. Your generosity for 

the free will offering for the UMW layette fund brought in $527.00. May 

the blessings of this Advent Season be with each of you.  

Junior United Methodist Youth  

J UMYs is a gathering of youth in grades 5 through 

8. It is planned by the JUMYs Design Team which 

is composed of Junior and Senior High youth from 

across Minnesota.  

 This yearõs gathering was the weekend of Friday, 

November 4 through Sunday, November 6 in St. 

Cloud, MN and the theme was òFaithbook.ó The youth 

spent the weekend singing, worshipping and praising 

God. They participated in activities with workshop 

presenters and inspirational speakers. It was also a 

time for like -minded youth to meet, form new friend-

ships and strengthen existing bonds.  

 Seven Asbury youth along with two Faith UMC 

youth enjoyed this annual conference!  

United Methodist Women 

From l to r: Linda Warner, Jan Akervik, Peg Radakovich, Pastor Kathleen Zielinski, Judy Pearson and 
Phyllis Kruell with the banner Jan and Judy made.   The photographer apologizes for the fuzziness of 
the photo ñ getting old, eyesight is going. 

From l to r: Dick Warner and Terry Olson. Again, the 
photographer apologizes for the fuzziness of the 
photo ñ laughing to hard to hold the camera steady. 
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United Methodist Women 
Circle Meetings  

¶ Circle of Light meets on the 1st 

Monday of each month at 6:30 

pm in the Wesley Room. New 

members are welcome to join 

any time.  

 

¶ Love/Hope Circle will meet for 

Christmas lunch on December 

13 at the Pickwick at 1:00 pm.  

 

¶ Faith Circle will hold their 

Christmas meeting at the home 

of Ruth Thorpe on December 15 

at 6:00 pm. Everyone is to 

bring a dish to share and a  

collection will be taken for a 

charitable cause.  

2011 Pasty Report  

 

2522 pasties $8827.00 

  + 300 for Fall Pantry  

  101 gravy  61.20 

 $8888.20 

Expenses -1873.05 

 $7015.15 

 

Distribution  

10% Missions (Salvation  

   Army Heat Share)  $702.00 

10% Kitchen Fund  $702.00 

Kitchen Cleaning  $125.00 

Church Utilities  $400.00 

Project (for  

   improvements TBD)  $5086.15 

 $7015.15 

 

A special thank you for all the 

workers who helped to make this a 

success. Our next òPasty Saleó will 

be January 27 -28. Please mark 

your calendars and come back to 

help us again.   

ñBernice Seehus 

Award Selections Made  

T he UMW Executive Board has selected the following persons to be  

recognized on UMW Sunday.  

 The Special Recognition Award will be presented to two persons:  

Cheryl Parendo and Steve Kokotovich.  

 The Thank You Award will be presented to Pat Nelson.  

 Gifts made In Memory will be made to honor: Vernice Johnson,  

Edna Gimberlin, Mary James, Vivian Nelson and Janet Jackson.  

Mittens, Hats and Scarves Oh My!  

O nce again our special tree is in the narthex and 

hopefully soon will be laden down with hats, 

mittens, gloves and scarves. The hats made by Pat 

Sequin for us have already been placed around the 

special tree.  

 If you can add any item, please bring it to church 

during this Advent season and place it on the tree or 

under the tree. The items do not need to be hand-

made. All items are sent to our elementary schools.  

Display of Nativity Sets at Asbury UMC  

A bury has been fortunate to have been gifted with  two new nativity sets 

this year from the families of Maxine Young and Corrinne Reynolds.  

 We have five different nativity sets on display. As you are looking at the 

chancel area, to your left (under the banner) is a set donated by Maxine and 

Dick Youngõs family. To your right 

(under the wreath) is a set donated by 

Corinne Reynoldõs family. 

 In the narthex on the credenza 

between the two offices, is Liz  

Stafstromõs nativity set given by her 

daughter and husband, Sheri and 

Larry Scanlon.  

 On the back table is the gold set 

given many years ago by Corinne Rey-

nolds. These two sets were hand 

painted by Corinne and Liz.  

 The fifth set is in the Wesley Room. It is a dark brown set made by  

Bernice Seehus and Marilyn Priola and brought over from Bethany.  

 Please take some time to look at and enjoy these beautiful nativity sets 

that have been gifted to our church.  

UMW Reading Program Deadline  

I  f you have been reading from the UMW Reading Program Library, you 

need to know that your 2011 Reading Program lists are due Sunday, 

January 15, 2012. Your completed lists can be given to Patty Bennett on, or 

before that date.  

 For new readers, you still have time to participate in the annual pro-

gram by completing the short version on the program list. Please call Patty 

Bennett, 626 -3412, for more information.  
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CHURCH OFFICE:  
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PLEASE NOTE ñ 
NEXT MESSENGER DEADLINE: 
Dec. 22 for Jan. 2012 Messenger 
Jan. Messenger mails on Dec. 29 

 
Please submit all articles of interest to 
Shirley in the church office by the deadline 
listed above.  Items may be dropped off,  
e-mailed or mailed.  Thank  you. 

Mission Statement  

Asbury United Methodist is a caring, Christian community which welcomes all persons  

as Godõs children. We will strive to grow in spirit and seek Godõs vision of   

hope, love and peace in the community and world . 

Pastor:    Kathleen Zielinski 
Administrative Asst.:   Shirley Brandt        
Choir Director:   Ruby Slennes 
Organist    Phyllis Kruell 
Childrenôs & Youth Dir: Shelly Vanneste  
Nursury Attendant  Sue Opferkew    
Custodian:     Dan Mokros 
Parish Nurse:    Barbara Little 
Council Chair:    Ruth Thorpe 
Treasurer:   Larry Scanlon 
Lay Leader:   Steve Kokotovich 
Board of Trustees:  Terry Olson 
Christian Education: Cheryl Parendo  
Christian Education: Sandy Winklesky     

Return service requested  

Christian Ed/Youth Director  

Office Hours  

Shellyôs office hours are varied due to her 
substitute position in the Proctor School Dis-
trict. She welcomes you to visit with her on  
Sundays or contact her via e-mail at:  
asburyumcduluthyouth@hotmail.com or via 
cell phone: 218-348-3497. 

Next Messenger deadline is  

December 22,  2011  


