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Why Do We Celebrate Thanksgiving?  

C 
ertainly we are all familiar with the story of the Mayflower  

and the Pilgrims and Indians but how did that first  

celebration come about?  

 In September 1620, an assortment of 102 religious  

separatists seeking a new home took a treacherous over -the-

water journey that lasted 66 days. They dropped anchor near 

the tip of Cape Cod, far north of their original desired destination, the mouth  

of the Hudson River. One month later, the Mayflower crossed Massachusetts  

Bay, where the passengers built a village at Plymouth.  

 Most of the passengers remained on board the ship during the first winter 

and unfortunately only half of the original passengers and crew survived the 

winter. Come spring, the remaining passengers moved ashore. They were 

greeted by an Abenaki Indian who spoke English. Several days later, he  

returned with another Native American, Squanto, a member of the Pawtuxet 

tribe. Squanto taught the settlers how to cultivate corn, extract sap from maple 

trees, catch fish in the rivers and avoid poisonous plants. Squanto also helped 

them forge an alliance with a local tribe, the Wampanoag. 

 In November 1621, Governor William Bradford  organized a celebration  

after the settlersõ first corn harvest was successful. An invitation to the  

celebration was extended to the  colonyõs Native American allies, including the 

Wampanoag chief Massasoit. The festival lasted for three days. The exact 

menu remains a mystery but according to the Pilgrim chronicler Edward  

Winslow , four men were sent on a òfowlingó mission and the Wampanoag 

continued on page 5 

http://www.history.com/topics/massachusetts
http://www.history.com/topics/wampanoag
http://www.history.com/topics/william-bradford
http://www.history.com/topics/edward-winslow
http://www.history.com/topics/edward-winslow
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Worship & Prayer Notes  

October 2  141 

October 9  135 

October 16  107 

October 23  121 

October 30  134 

Worship With Us . . .  

Every Sunday at 10:30 am.  

NOTE: 1st Sunday of each month 

is Holy Communion, 2nd Sunday is 

Birthday Sunday, 3rd Sunday is a 

Praise Service, 4th Sunday is  

traditional worship.  

 

Coffee and Fellowship is held  

in the Fellowship Hall every  

Sunday following the service.  

 

Youth -hosted Breakfast on the 4th 

Sunday of each month. 9:30 to 

10:15 am, Fellowship Hall.  

 

Readers . . .   

November 13  Sandy Winklesky  

November 20  Alice Brenny  

November 27  Michael Cochran  

December 4 Rob Karwath  

 

Communion Offering . . .   

Our October offering of $109.00 

was given to the Salvation Army.  

 

Our November communion offering 

will be given to  Bethany Crisis 

Nursery.  

 

Collection Drives. . .   

CHUM Food Shelf     

¶ Thanksgiving Fixings (Nov)  

¶ Canned Fruit (Dec)  

 

CHUM Soap Shelf    

¶ Cleaning Supplies (Nov)  

¶ Paper Towels (Dec) 

House Waiting  

 

All alone, empty it sits.  

Chipped and peeling sides  

By wind, rain and branches scrapping.  

Beds of flowers gone to weeds. 

Maple leaves full of color  

Fall to a carpet of dying grass.  

There it sits, waiting and empty.  

 

Rooms bright with glow  

Through windows clean.  

Yard raked and flower beds  

Ready for Spring.  

Aromas of home -made cooking 

Glide from a shiny kitchen.  

There it sits, waiting no more.  

ñ Gregory Byrne  

The Celebration of Advent  

A 
dventus meaning òcomingó, is a 

season observed as a time of  

expectant waiting and prepara-

tion for the celebration of the  

Nativity of Jesus  at Christmas . Commenc-

ing on Advent Sunday , it starts on the 

fourth Sunday before December 25. The 

season of Advent serves as a reminder of 

the original waiting done by the Hebrews  

for the birth of their Messiah , as well as the 

waiting of Christians for Christõs return. The theme of readings and 

teachings during Advent is often to prepare for the Second Coming 

while commemorating the First Coming of Christ at Christmas.  

 

Advent Wreath  

 The Advent wreath, or crown, symbolizes the passage of the four 

weeks of Advent  in the liturgical calendar . Four candles are on a wreath 

of evergreens (to symbolize the hope of eternal life) shaped in a perfect 

circle (to represent Godõs love). In some churches, four purple candles, 

one for each week in Advent, are used with one larger white candle in 

the center as the Christ candle. Other churches prefer three purple or 

blue candles with  one candle being rose or pink, to represent joy. The 

color of the candles is left to the discretion of the pastor.  

 Lighting the first candle symbolizes expectation, the second  

symbolizes hope, the third joy and the fourth purity. The Christ candle 

continued on page 11 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Coming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_year
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Nativity_of_Jesus
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christmas
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent_Sunday
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hebrews
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Messiah
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Second_Coming
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Advent
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Liturgical_calendar
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Day by Day with Pastor K  

Dear Friends,  

 

T 
his wonderful story came to me a couple 

of years ago via email. I donõt know who 

wrote it, but our òBlessing of the  

Animalsó service a couple of weeks ago 

reminded me of it. (We blessed 9 dogs and 18  

people that day).  

 If you have a pet in your home, youõll like this 

story ñ youõll even like it if you donõt have a pet 

and may decide you need one! 

 Mary and her husband Jim had a dog named 

ôLucky.õ Lucky was a real character. Whenever 

Mary and Jim had company come for a weekend 

visit they would warn their friends to not leave 

their luggage open because Lucky would help  

himself to whatever struck his fancy. Inevitably, 

someone would forget and something would come 

up missing.  

 Mary or Jim would go to Luckyõs toy box in the 

basement and there the treasure would be, amid 

all of Luckyõs other favorite toys. Lucky always 

stashed his finds in his toy box and he was very 

particular that his toys stay in the box.  

 It happened that Mary found out she had 

breast cancer. Something told her she was going to 

die of this disease . . . in fact, she was just sure it 

was fatal.  

 She scheduled the double mastectomy, fear  

riding her shoulders. The night before she was to 

go to the hospital she cuddled with Lucky. A 

thought struck her . . . what would happen to 

Lucky?  

 Although the three -year-old dog liked Jim, he 

was Maryõs dog through and through. If I die, 

Lucky will be abandoned, Mary thought. He wonõt 

understand that I didnõt want to leave him. The 

thought made her sadder than thinking of her own 

death.  

 The double mastectomy was harder on Mary 

than her doctors had anticipated and Mary was 

hospitalized for over two weeks. Jim took Lucky for 

his evening walk faithfully, but the little dog just 

drooped, whining and miserable.  

 Finally the day came for Mary to leave the  

hospital. When she arrived home, Mary was so  

exhausted she couldnõt even make it up the steps 

to her bedroom. Jim made his wife comfortable on 

the couch and left her to nap. Lucky stood  

watching Mary but he didnõt come to her when she 

called. It made Mary sad but sleep soon overcame 

her and she dozed. 

 When Mary woke, for a second she couldnõt  

understand what was wrong. She couldnõt move 

her head and her body felt heavy and hot. But 

panic soon gave way to laughter when Mary  

realized the problem. She was covered, literally 

blanketed, with every treasure Lucky owned! 

While she had slept, the sorrowing dog had made 

trip after trip to the basement bringing his beloved 

mistress all his favorite things in life. He had  

covered her with his love.  

 Mary forgot about dying. Instead she and 

Lucky began living again, walking farther and  

farther together every day. Itõs been 12 years now 

and Mary is still cancer free. Lucky? He still steals 

treasures and stashes them in his toy box but 

Mary remains his greatest treasure.  

 Remember . . . live every day to the fullest. 

Each minute is a blessing from God. And never  

forget . . . the people who make a difference in our 

lives are not the ones with the most credentials, 

the most money, or the most awards. They are the 

ones who care for us. 

 If you see someone without a smile today, give 

them one of yours! Live simply. Love seriously. 

Care deeply. Speak kindly. Leave the rest to God.  

 

Lucky Dog  

òBehold, I establish my covenant with you and with your descendants after you, and with every living 

creature that is with you, the birds, the cattle, and every beast of the earth with you, as many as came out 

of the ark.ó                                                                                                                               ñ Genesis 9:9-10 



4 

November 2011  

Calendar 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri  Sat  

 
 1 9:00 am  

Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
5:30 pm 
Knitting Klub, WR 
 

2 8:30 am 

Menõs Coffee, FH 
9:30 am 
UMW Board Mtg, WR 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 

3 

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
5:30 pm 
Nominating 
Committee, WR 
6:00 pm 
Membership Team 

4  

Office Closed 
 

9:30 am 
Kitchen Cleaning 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

5 

 

 
 

6 

10:30 am  
Worship/All 
Saintsõ Service/ 
Sunday School 
 
11:30 am  
Coffee &  
Fellowship, FH 

7 

6:30 pm 
Circle of Light, WR 
 
6:30 pm 
Praise Team 
 
 

 

8  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
6:00 pm 
Meditation, YR 
6:30 pm 
Trustees, WR 

9 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 

10  

9:30 am 
Bone Builders, WR 
5:30 pm 
SPPRC, WR 
 

 

 

 

11  

Office Closed 
 

12 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

13 10:30 am  

Worship/BõDay/
Sunday School 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
11:30 am Blood 
Pressure Check 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 

14 

 
6:30 pm  
Praise Team 
 

 

 

 

 

15 9:00 am  

Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
1:00 pm 
Love/Hope Circle 
5:30 pm  
Knitting Klub, WR 
7:00 pm 
Ad Council, WR 

16  

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 
 
 

 

17 

9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
 
7:00 pm 
Faith Circle 
 
 
 

 

18 

Office Closed 
 

Hartel  
Dumpster 
Pick Up 

 

 

 

19 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

20 10:30 am  

Worship/Praise 
Service/SS 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 

 
 

21 

9:30 am  
Book Club, WR 
 
6:30 pm 
Praise Team 
 
 

 

22  

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
7:00 pm 
AUMC Community 
Thanksgiving Svc. 

MESSENGER 
DEADLINE 

23 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 

 
 

 

24 

 
THANKSGIVING 
DAY 
 
Office Closed 
 

 

 

 

25 

Office Closed 
 

Decorate 
for 

Advent & 
Christmas 

 
 

 

26 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

27  

10:30 am  
Worship/Sunday 
School 
11:30 am  
Coffee & 
Fellowship, FH 
12:00 NOON 
Confirmation 
Class, WR 

28 

6:30 pm 
Praise Team 

 

29 

9:00 am  
Kiwanis, FH 
9:30 am  
Bone Builders, WR 
6:00 pm 
Meditation, WR 
7:00 pm 
Advent Tea, FH 

30 

8:30 am 
Menõs Coffee, FH 
 
6:00 pm 
Youth Choir, WR 
 
MESSENGER 
MAILS 
 

 
 

 
  

  Adult Choir  

  Sundays  

  at 9:15 am 

Praise Choir   

Mondays  

at 6:30 pm 

Youth Choir   

Wednesdays  

at 6:00 pm-WR  

Choir Practice 

Third quarter  

 giving statements  

are available for pick up 

on the credenza  

by the office!  
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Asbury News  

guests arrived bearing five deer. Many of the dishes  

presented would likely have been prepared using tradi-

tional Native American spices and cooking methods. 

There were no ovens and the settlersõ sugar was in short 

supply, so most likely there were no pumpkin pies or 

any of the other goodies we normally have today.  

 

Thanksgiving Becomes Official  

The second Thanksgiving celebration in 1623 was held 

to mark the end of a long drought which threatened the 

harvest and which prompted the Governor to call for a 

religious fast. Days of fasting and thanksgiving on an 

annual or occasional basis became common practice.  

 In 1789 George Washington  issued the first Thanks-

giving proclamation by calling upon Americans to  

express gratitude for the successful ending of the  

countryõs war of independence and the ratification of the 

U.S. Constitution .  

 In 1827, magazine editor and writer, Sarah Josepha 

Hale, started a 36 ðyear campaign to establish Thanks-

giving as a national holiday. She published numerous 

editorials and sent  letters to all politicians, including 

presidents.  

 In 1863, at the height of the Civil War, Abraham 

Lincoln  finally heeded her request. He scheduled 

Thanksgiving for the final Thursday in November. It 

was celebrated on that day every year until 1939 when 

in an attempt to encourage retail sales during the Great 

Depression, Franklin D. Roosevelt  moved the holiday up 

a week. This decision was met with so much opposition 

that in 1941 Roosevelt reluctantly signed a bill making 

Thanksgiving the fourth Thursday in November.  

 

Some Thanksgiving Traditions  

Today, the Thanksgiving celebration has lost much of 

its original religious significance. Now it centers on 

cooking and sharing a bountiful meal with family and 

friends. Turkey has become synonymous with the  

holiday and nearly 90 percent of Americans eat roasted, 

baked or deep-fried turkey on Thanksgiving, according 

to the National Turkey Federation. Other traditional 

foods include stuffing, mashed potatoes and gravy,  

cranberry sauce and pumpkin pie.  

 Volunteering on Thanksgiving Day has also become 

commonplace and communities often hold food drives 

and host free dinners for the less fortunate. ΟΟ 
 And, parades have become part of the holiday. Since 

1924,  Macyõs department store has presented its New 

York Cityõs Thanksgiving Day parade. This parade is 

said to attract between 2 to 3 million spectators along 

the 2.5-mile route and many more million television 

viewers. Marching bands, performers, elaborate floats 

conveying various celebrities and giant balloons shaped 

like cartoon characters are just a part of this famous 

parade.ΟΟ 
 Beginning in the mid -20th century a U.S. president 

has òpardonedó one or two Thanksgiving turkeys each 

year, sparing the birds from slaughter and sending 

them to a farm for retirement. Just how long do retired 

turkeys live and do they play golf?   

continued from page 1  

All Saintsõ  

Celebration  

Tricks 

     Treats 

Games 

Pirate 
with Attitude 

òIógor & Broomhilda 

Ahoy 
Mateys! 

Big Banana! 

http://www.history.com/topics/george-washington
http://www.history.com/topics/constitution
http://www.history.com/topics/abraham-lincoln
http://www.history.com/topics/abraham-lincoln
http://www.history.com/topics/franklin-d-roosevelt


6 

Asbury News 

Dear Pastor Kathleen & Asbury UMC,  

Our group would just like to give you a 

huge thank you for letting us stay in 

your facilities! Your support to  

Students Today Leaders Forever 

(STLF)  has really helped and we are 

so appreciative.  

 The students on this trip are truly 

making a difference in this world and  

it couldnõt be done without you. Thanks 

again!  

ñ Megan Piper, STLF  

 

Dear Asbury Family,  

Karen and I wish to thank you for all 

the prayers, cards, calls and visits  

during my recent surgery and recovery. 

 Also, thank you for the beautiful 

shawls from Pat and the ladiesõ Knit-

ting Klub. They are soooo nice.  

 With the help of the Lord and our 

Asbury family, we will be back to nor-

mal soon. May God bless all of you and 

thanks again!  

ñ Dick Holm  

 

Dear Friends at Asbury,  

Thank you so very much for your  

generous donation of supplies for our 

Stowe students! Your generosity is so 

greatly appreciated.  

ñStowe Students and Staff  

 

Thank You,  

I would like to thank Bernice Seehus 

for her generous donation of craft  

supplies. They will be put to good use! 

Your support and encouragement for 

the Asbury Youth Program is 

GREATLY APPRECIATED!  

ñShelly Vanneste  

Clothing Sale Wrap -up  

F or the first time, Asbury held a clothing sale and raise $1,500 for 

apportionments. After a recent debriefing meeting, it was decided 

that YES weõd like to see the sale done again. BUT weõd like to present 

the opportunity for other members of the congregation to organize the 

sale. If you have a desire to be a part of this team, please contact Pastor 

Kathleen, Sandy Winklesky or Shelly Vanneste for more information. 

and note that there is a HUGE amount of support for this wonderful 

project. Weõd just like to see YOUR talents at work! 

  ñShelly Vanneste  

Come One, Come All!  

D o you play an instrument? Do you know a 

friend that plays an instrument or a friend of a 

friend that plays an instrument? The Praise Team 

would love to add more instruments to our Team.  

What a great sound we could have with even more 

people! We could get the toes to tapping, the fingers 

to snapping, the pews to shaking and there may 

even be dancing in the aisles, but I digress . . . even 

if you personally donõt play an instrument, maybe 

you know someone else who would love to share 

their talent. Practice is every Monday at 6:30 pm. Contact Kim Herrig,  

786-5702 or Phyllis Kruell, 624 -3969.                                    ñKim Herrig  

Hundred Smiles ñ Couple of Miles  

W ould you like to enjoy the feeling of the òHelperõs Highó Pastor Kathleen explained to us on Sunday?  

If so consider volunteering with the Meals on Wheels  

program.   

 With your very first meal delivery, you will know that 

you are appreciated. You will not only help homebound 

friends and neighbors to remain living independently in 

their homes by delivering a nutritious, noon meal to their door, you will 

also provide a potentially life -saving service just by stopping in to see 

that they are okay.  

 Drivers are needed Wednesdays and Fridays at Lincoln Park and 

Morgan Park. Routes take about an 1 hour.  Substitute driver positions 

are available if you are unable to commit to a weekly schedule.   

 For more info, call Sheri at Senior Corps RSVP, 218 -410-6565.  

CROP Walk Report  

T he 2011 Head of the Lakes CROP Walk collected a total of $8409.28 

in pledges. Fourteen congregations participated. Asbury UMC 

raised $395.00.  Thank you to everyone that participated.  

ñ Alice Brenny  

Sunday Scripture Readers for 2012  

D o you have an interest in becoming a scripture reader for Sunday  

worship?  If so, we are compiling our roster for 2012. Please let 

Pastor Kathleen know, 624 -0061. 


